PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH
                                                                 In Petition No. 9 of 2010

                                                                                          (Suo motu)

                                                                    Date of hearing: 19.4.2011
                                                                 Date of Order: 20.4.2011
     In the matter of :    Notice under Section 142 of the Electricity Act 2003 for issuing commercial circular No.44/2009 dated 27.11.2009 without the approval of the Commission.



AND

In the matter of:       Punjab State Electricity Board, The Mall, Patiala 

                                (now Punjab State :Power Corporation Limited)

Present:      
      Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


            
      Shri Virinder Singh, Member     




      Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member

For PSPCL:
      Shri Ravinder Gautam, SE/TR-II



      Shri Deepak Gautam, Sr.Xen/TR-5

                              Shri Sarbjit Singh



      Shri Inderpreet Singh

  ORDER
Punjab State Electricity Board (Board) filed Petition No.9 of 2010 seeking expost facto approval for issuing commercial circular No.44 of 2009 dated 27.1.2009. The petition was disposed of by the Commission vide order dated 1.11.2010. While disposing of the petition, the Commission ordered for issue of show cause notice to the PSPCL as to why action may not be taken against it for issuing the circular without  approval of the Commission. Notice was accordingly issued to the PSPCL. In its reply PSPCL has stated that the commercial circular had been issued inadvertently by the then Chief Engineer Commercial of erstwhile PSEB who has already retired from service and that in future strict compliance of PSERC instructions in this regard shall be ensured. It is further prayed in the reply that show cause notice issued to PSPCL may be withdrawn.

             The Commission notes that in its letter No.3500 dated 8.8.2005, it had directed the  Board (now PSPCL) to ensure that all circulars involving any change in the liability of the consumers should in future be issued only after obtaining the Commission’s  prior approval. Admittedly the Board did not take approval of the Commission before the issue of the circular in question and has thus contravened the directions of the Commission. In these circumstances, the Commission is of the view that there is need to take serious notice of the Board’s omission in this respect and for that reason further action under section 142 of the Act is warranted. However, taking a lenient view, the Commission imposes a penalty of Rs.10,000/- on the PSPCL for this lapse.
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(Gurinderjit Singh)

 (Virinder Singh)                (Romila Dubey) 

 Member

              Member  

           Chairperson
  

  
   

 Chandigarh

 Dated:  20.4.2011
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